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drawn from the landowning class; it was class legislation of
the worst kind; they set a precedent that was only too gladly
followed and each class in turn, as it gained control of the govern-
ment, set to work to secure its own prosperity and to exploit
those whose voice could only be heard in occasional not and
rebellion.

The Great Revolt. But for the moment the labourer was
prospering and his success made him increase his demands on
life. There is a limit below which struggle is not merely hopeless
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but impossible. One of the causes of the Great Revolt in 1381
was that the labourer was prospering as he never had before,
and new hopes and ambitions were stirring within him. The
attempts of the landlords to frustrate his hopes, by enforcing
the Statutes of Labourers, and still more by refusing further
commutations of service rents 01 renewal of old ones, were
rapidly rousing the villeinage to seething indignation. Other
causes were :

(a) The mismanagement of the war with France, a war which
the whole nation refused to see as wasteful and useless. It was
firmly fixed in the minds of all classes that, but for treachery
and incompetence in high places, France could be conquered,